COLFAX CITY COUNCIL

September 8, 2026
CALL TO ORDER:
Mayor Retzer called the meeting to order at 7:00 p.m.
PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE:
ROLL CALL:

Golden, McRae, Guenthner and Huntwork: Present. Schaefer, Mackleit and Sevedge: Absent.
A motion was entered by Golden, seconded by Guenthner to excuse council members Schaefer,
Mackleit and Sevedge. Roll Call: All Yes.

APPROVAL OF MINUTES:

A motion was entered by Golden, seconded by Huntwork to approve the minutes from the
August 17, 2026 Council meeting. Roll Call: Huntwork, Golden and McRae: Yes. Guenthner:
Abstained.

GOOD OF THE CITY:
Officer Ivan Martinez-Garcia took the Oath of Office.

Wheat City Music Festival had a great turn out.
There were 119 attendees for the last midnight swim of the season.
BILLS AND CLAIMS:

A motion was entered by Golden, seconded by McRae to approve all bills and claims as
presented. Roll Call: All Yes.

CLAIMS PAYROLL
#12063-12104 & EFT #12052-12062 & EFT
$215,984.55 ) $111,431.93

GRAND TOTAL: $327,416.48

CITIZENS REQUEST:

Marwiyah Bordsen presented a formal objection regarding the Colfax Kiwanis logo that was
painted on the exterior wall of the Schmuck Park restrooms. Bordsen stated public parks and
municipal buildings should remain visually neutral and free of private, corporate or non-profit
branding.

Mayor Retzer acknowledged her concern during the meeting.

PUBLIC HEARING:
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PRESENTATION/WORK STUDY:

UNFINISHED BUSINESS:

NEW BUSINESS:

Discussion - Plaza at Warwick Building:

City Administrator Matt Hammer reported that he spoke with the Port of Whitman regarding
potential CERB grant funding to study property ownership, property lines and repair options for
the failing plaza at the Warwick building.

To proceed, an initial study estimated at $64,000 would need to be conducted. There is a 20%
match that would be split among the Port, business owners, and the City. Hammer noted that
without this study, we are missing valuable information and on how to complete the necessary
repairs. CERB Grant Funding is also available for construction. Hammer stated the grant
application is open through September.

Guenthner stated paying 1/3 of the match for the study is a great option and would finally nail
down who’s responsibility it is.

Golden stated this is a tough pill to swallow from a taxpayer standpoint as the city doesn’t own
anything over there.

A motion was entered by Guenthner, seconded by McRae to approve the city to apply for CERB
Grant funding for the study of the Warwick Plaza. Roll Call: All Yes.

Set Budget Workshops:
Budget workshops are scheduled for October 5™ and 19™ at 5:30 p.m. prior to council meeting.

DEPARTMENT REPORTS:

Police:

Chief Michael Melcher stated that Officer Ivan Martinez has started his 16-week Field Training
Officer (FTO) program. He will finish Phase 1 at the end of this week and transition to Phase 2
with Officer Perry Tate on Thursday, September 17",

Tasers from the HB 2015 Grant have arrived. Melcher is currently working on putting them into
service.

The Durango is totally outfitted and ready to go. Melcher purchased a prisoner cage for it, the
one that he had was for a Ford Explorer and didn’t fit this vehicle. This police car will be
assigned to Officer Tate.
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Stats:

52- calls for service
64- traffic stops

18- infractions
3-criminal citations

Fire:

Officer In Charge John Lautenslager wanted to remind everyone that fire season is still active.
Fire crews responded to a fire in the Red Tail Ridge area yesterday. They were able to put out the
fire before it spread into the wooded area.

Public Works:
Hammer reported Phase II of the water project for Island Street sewer repair has been postponed
until spring. We received one bid that was $250,000 over proposed project costs.

Hammer reported that a development of four houses is underway in the Hauser Addition. The
city will eventually take over the newly installed water main and fire hydrant. The four sewer
lateral connections will remain privately owned and will not be maintained by the city.

COMMITTEE/BOARD/COMISSION REPORTS:

Park Board: :

Hammer stated that the park fund had to take a $375,000 loan from the general fund to finalize
the pool renovations, which MRSC indicated would need to be repaid. Hammer also noted that
this money was spent out of the general fund in 2025.

However, following further investigation and discussion with MRSC, Finance Director Amanda
Link found that we can legally ask for loan forgiveness.

Golden interjected that the proposed repayment plan for this loan would have hamstrung any
future capital projects for the parks for several years to come.

Hammer noted that each council member has Resolution 26-17 before them. This resolution
authorizes the forgiveness of an interfund loan from the General Fund to the Park Fund.

A motion was entered by Huntwork, seconded by Guenthner to approve Resolution 26-17 Park
Fund Loan Forgiveness. Roll Call: All Yes.

Golden also reported the balconies at McDonald Park are failing and need to be replaced. The
Park Board has agreed to consider alternative options to significantly reduce repair costs. For
example, removing the balconies entirely, replacing the stairs with a landing leading to the door
and build a structure over the window currently protected by the balcony. Park Board member Al
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Kirkpatrick is looking into whether or not balconies are needed on each side of the clubhouse.
The board will meet again September 21 to discuss his findings.

Retzer announced Pool Manager Janni Burt will return next year. She did a great job this year.
Pool attendance was up all throughout the season.

Golden stated the park board thanked Link, Hammer and Kramlich for working on this loan
forgiveness, this will significantly benefit the park fund in the coming years.

OTHER BUSINESS:
CITY ATTORNEY’S REPORT:

MAYORS REPORT:

Retzer encouraged everyone to take the comprehensive plan survey, the survey has a QR code
you can scan with your phone or visit: tinyurl.com/ColfaxCompSurvey. The survey is open
August through September 30, 2026.

Hammer, Link, Kramlich and Building Inspector Shawn McSweeney attended the Wheat City
Music Festival to conduct community outreach for the Comprehensive Plan Update.

Retzer expressed appreciation for staff’s presence at the event.

Retzer also encouraged citizens and council members to contact staff with any questions or
concerns regarding city business.

Hammer forgot to mention two items in his report:
Wednesday September 16™ Corbeill Funeral Home will hold an Indigent Burial Service at 11:00
a.m. at the Colfax Cemetery.

Thursday September 17" Avista announced a city-wide power outage from 10:00 p.m.-Friday
the 18 at 6:00 a.m.

McRae has spoken with several residents about the Main Street project. When discussing the
main goals addressing speeding on Main Street, passing on the right, doors opening into traffic,
pedestrian safety and ADA accessibility updates, most people are reassured and supportive.
McRae also has mentioned that the upcoming roundabout will feature a single lane exit lane,
which will allow traffic to flow more smoothly into a one-lane street compared to two lanes.
Citizens are still concerned about making left turns off Main Street during busy traffic days.

Retzer noted that he and staff have had similar conversations with residents and most feel more
comfortable with the project once they better understand it.
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EXECUTIVE SESSION:

ADJOURNMENT:
Mayor Retzer adjourned the meeting at 7:46 p.m.

~Jim Retzer, Ma,yo{ imlich, City Clerk




